
 

 

Save The Dates for these events! 

Scholarship final selection for 

2014: 

Where: Hmong Village, Advisors of  

            America Office   

When:  Saturday, May 3nd, 2014 

            10:30 am to 12 noon 

 

HAEF Concert & Awards Banquet: 

Where: Hmong House 

             2112 11th Ave East 

             North St. Paul, MN 55109 

When:  Saturday, August 2, 2014  

We are proud to announce our 2013 

scholarship recipients.  There were 191 

qualifying applications received.  All 

applicants were quality students and 

outstanding future leaders deserving of 

a scholarship.  Unfortunately, resources 

only allowed us to award eight (8) 

scholarships.  Congratulations to the 

2013 HAEF inaugural scholarship recipi-

ents!  

Nou Lee—UC Merced 

Vang Pao Scholarship 

 

See Vang—Sacramento 

City College, Xia Thao 

Scholarship 

 

Kasheng Lee—UW Ste-

vens Point, Cherzong 

Vang Scholarship 

Pang Yang—UC Santa        

Cruz, Cherzong Vang 

Scholarship 

 

Pakou Vang—St. Louis 

College of Pharmacy, 

Khai Vang Scholarship 

 

Neng Vue—UM Twin 

Cities, Advisors of 

America Scholarship 

 

Maisee Yang—UM Twin 

Cities, HAEF Scholar-

ship 1 

 

Vong Vang—University 

of St. Thomas, HAEF 

Scholarship 2 
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Board of Directors:  

Rebecca Graetz, EDS 

Mai Neng Moua, JD 

Amoun Sayaovong, JD 

Bill Tilton, JD 

Dr. Kou B. Vang, DDS 

 

Executive Staff: 

Chue Tue Vang, MA 



Dr. Kou Bliaxa Vang and Song Lee were married on June 28, 1972 in Laos and came to this country in 1976.  They 

have three sons and three daughters.   

Dr. Vang is a Doctor of Dental Surgery and a Lieutenant Colonel in the United States Air Force, Minnesota Air Nation-

al Guard.  He is also the founder of Vang Dental, Inc., and Hmong Minnesota Professionals, LLC.     

Dr. Vang is a highly respected individual and leader in the Hmong community.  He has been featured numerous times 

in the press and in public for his dental work and service in the Minnesota Air National Guard.  Outside of running 

their busy dental practice and being grandparents, Dr. Vang and Song Lee makes every effort to be visible and 

contributes on a daily basis to the Hmong community and community at large.  

Dr. Kou Bliaxa Vang and Song Lee are the first in the Hmong community to donate a Living Legacy Scholarship to 

directly benefit Hmong students.  Their generosity, leadership and philanthropic spirit will touch and inspire many 

students and donors alike for generations to come.  

 

 

Bill Tilton is a practicing lawyer with over 30 years of experience.  Bill focuses on many types of law: personal 

injury, wrongful death matters, medical malpractice, accidents, products liability, defamation, discrimination, and 

more.  Bill is licensed both in MN & WI and is a partner with a local firm, Tilton & Dunn P.L.L.P.  He is also a certified trial lawyer 

and has been awarded “Lawyer of the Year” once and “Super Lawyer” by Minnesota Lawyer numerous times.   

Over the years, Bill has contributed his time to help many people and organizations by providing pro bono legal services and  

sitting on boards.  He is the proud father of three daughters.  Bill has visited over 50 countries, hitchhiked across the Sahara 

Desert, summit Mount Kilimanjaro and much more.  Bill Tilton looks forward to many more years of helping people.  Welcome Bill! 

New Board of Director Member, Bill Tilton, JD 

Special Thanks to Dr. James Nhia Vang 

 

Dr. James Nhia Vang, is the main donor along with Chaleunsouk Vang of the 

General Vang Pao Memorial Scholarship.  In 2013, the scholarship awarded 

$2,500.  Pictured here is Dr. James Nhia Vang with Ms. Nou Lee from Merced CA 

who was the recipient of the GVP Scholarship in 2013.  

Dr. James is a podiatrist and runs the Foot and Ankle Care Center in St. Paul, 

MN.   He hopes to see more young Hmong students go into the technology and 

medical fields.  Dr. James Nhia Vang is an active supporter of education and of 

the Hmong community in the Twin Cities.  His leadership and dedication to sup-

port tomorrow’s leaders helps pave the path for young Hmong students.   

Dr. Kou Bliaxa Vang and Song Lee Vang—First Living Legacy Scholarship Donors 
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TO OUR JUGES—thank you for serving 

and bringing integrity to the process: 

Marion Angelica, PhD, Nao Chue Vang, PhD 

Dr. Saul Heu, DC, Steve Young, JD 

Lue Her, MA, David Mathieu, EdD 

Denise Pranke, M.Ed., Chao Lee, MP 

Long Yang, PhD, Dina Burgren, MA 

Kazoua Kong-Thao, MA, Ray Thron, PhD 

Yer Chang, MA, Jeff Zuckerman, MA, MSW 

Asher Yang, PhD, Colin K. Thao, MA 

Lisa Turner, MS, Thong Thao, MA 

Cheri Rossi, MS, Luke Heiphnior, MS 

Karen Hanson, MA, Melanie Brown, PhD 

Kirsten Fisher, Sheryce Adams 

Diane Krusemark, MCS, Michael Evans, MA 

TO OUR DONORS 

HAEF would like to extend a BIG THANK 

YOU to each and every donor!  There 

are a lot of names to list individually 

on this report but know that your 

generous support is greatly appreci-

ated!  We hope that you will continue 

to support HAEF.   Thank you for be-

lieving in us and our mission to help 

young people.  It is the start of some-

thing different in our community. 

Thanks to the City of Maplewood for 

granting us with a grant in 2013.  Your 

grant made a world of difference as 

we support our students and had a 

profound impact on our work and 

reputation.                                               

TO OUR VOLUNTEERS-A BIG THANK YOU: 

Ms. Kaying Vang, MDP  Mr. Colin Thao, MA 

Ms. Mai Sai Vang  Mr. Tong Vang 

Ms. Mai Shoua Khang, MA Mr. Sai Vang 

Mr. Tou Ger Bennett Xiong Mr. Sean Vang 

Mr. Leng Vang  Mr. Noah Vang 

Mr. Sai Vang  Ms. Eve Lee 

Mr. Lukous Vue, MBA  Ms. See Xiong 

Ms. Macy Vang  Ms. Yer Xiong 

Ms. Nkor Kaying Lee Vang Mr. Blia Vang 

Ms. Ia Lee Vang  Mr. Wa Bee Yang 

Ms. Salina Nou Lee Vang Ms. True Thao 

Ms. Joy Thao, MBA  Ms. Lia Vang 

Nkauj Hmoob Ywj Pheej All others... 

A Big Thank You to Every Donor, Grantor, Volunteer, And Judges!  You Each Made this Possible! 

Www.thehaef.org  

P.O. Box 17468 

St. Paul MN 55117 

Phone: 651-592-1576 

Email: scholarships@thehaef.org  

Scholarships for Students 

2013 Financial Summary: 

 

Hmong American Education Fund (HAEF) 


